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Meeting notes of the EB meeting 2013-04 
on 21 May 2013 

 
 
Time/place of the meeting: 21 May 2013, 14.15-16.30h, Schweizerische Akademie der Naturwissenschaften 
SCNAT, Schwarztorstrasse 9, 3007 Bern 

Present: Klaus Kirch (KK, Chair), Teresa Montaruli (TM [via Skype]), Olivier Schneider (OS), Jean-Pierre 
Ruder (JPR, Secretary). 

The Chair opens the meeting at 14.20h. 
 
 
1. Agenda 
The agenda is approved as is. 
 
2. Apologies 
The EB notes the apologies from G. Colangelo. 
 
 
 
A. Administrative items 
 
 
3. Minutes of the last meeting (2013-03) 

The minutes of the last meeting are approved (with thanks to the minute writer). 
 
4. List of Action Items 

The list of action items is discussed and updated.  

2013-03 – 4.2: OS informs that there is no news on the signing of MoUs by SNF but that he will take the 
opportunity of contacting the responsible persons again during the SNF’s CERN visit (11/12 June). 
� OS: to explore the possible signing of the M&O MoUs by SNF during the SNF’s CERN visit. 
 
5. Next EB meeting: EB 2013-05: 11 July 2013, 13.45h, Berne 
The meeting is confirmed. TM will again connect via Skype (with OS). 
 
 
 
B. Items for discussion 
 
 
6. LHC GRID Computing: status re funding for 2014ff 
OS informs that the ETHZ has revisited its earlier decision: a new agreement for the next 5 years (2014-2018) 
is within reach, where ETHZ would continue to cover the electricity costs as well as one FTE. Therefore, CHIPP 
would have to provide 1.5 FTE and will do this – as in the past – through the FLARE GRID request. Ch. Grab 
is in contact with Berne, with whom the possibility of transferring the Tier2 centre to Berne was discussed, 
seeking their concurrence. The final decisions are expected at the end of May. 
OS continues by explaining another issue related to the Tier2: LHCb, where more data than expected are 
produced, is running out of storage space for their physics data at the Tier1 centres. Therefore, the LHCb 



collaboration is changing its computing model to envisage data storage and analysis jobs at certain Tier2 
centres (called Tier2-D), and asking Switzerland (as a major non-Tier1 country) whether they can provide 
such a Tier2-D centre. This would imply a modified sharing of the resources at the Swiss Tier2, which would 
either affect the other two experiments (ATLAS, CMS) or imply increased resources. As this is an ‘all-Swiss’ 
problem, a decision of CHIPP is expected. KK would prefer to not have an open-ended discussion at the Board 
but to come forward with a proposal agreed already by the groups involved in ATLAS, CMS, and LHCb. He 
very much advocates to deploy all efforts for finding a solution, because a non-agreement would be the end of 
the common GRID FLARE request and would therefore endanger the funding for this activity. For this reason, 
OS would prefer to have a decision in the near future, because the situation should be clear at the time of 
submitting the FLARE requests (mid-November). 
� OS: to contact the Swiss LHC experiments groups for developing a solution acceptable to all. 
� JPR: to put the matter on the CHIPP Board agenda for reporting. 
 
7. Request for financial support from SCNAT 2014 
KK reminds the EB that the funding requests to SCNAT will have to be submitted at end-August. Due to holiday 
absences, CHIPP will have to be ready for early August already. He recalls also that CHIPP had received 17k 
from SCNAT for 2013 (CHIPP PhD School and Outreach) and invites the EB colleagues to bring up good 
ideas for the 2014 requests. Present ideas are the Zuoz Summer School and possibly the Astroparticle Physics 
Workshop under discussion in the community (contact TM). The matter will be dealt with again at the next EB 
(11 July). OS mentions that he has learned recently about the existence of a funding source at ETH Council, 
which is available for schools organised by one of the two ETHs. 
� EB Members: to bring up proposals for SCNAT funding 
� JPR: to liaise with TM for identifying the necessary boundary condition for a SCNAT support of the ApP 
workshop. 
 
8. CHIPP Plenary:  

• Finalisation of the programme: The EB goes through the programme aiming at closing the open 
elements: provocative statements / appetizers, titles for some talks, wrap-up session. For the latter, KK 
suggest that every Session Chair presents the issues and action items presented in the talks, and 
possible ways forward. After some hesitating first reactions, the EB finds the idea interesting and 
possibly leading to surprises. 
� EB Members: to inform KK about further potential candidates for the appetizers. 
� GC: to check the titles / topics with the speakers at the theory session. 

• Confirmation of the Speakers: The EB closes one open item regarding the non-availability of one of 
the CERN speakers by combining two talks and has an exchange of views concerning the scope of 
the neutrino talk. 
� JPR: to continue updating the programme  

• Call for young physicists: KK informs that the registration has reached 68 participants, but showing 
a disappointingly low representation of the young generation, in particular from ETHZ and GE. He calls 
upon all EB Members to invite the students and PostDocs from their university to register. 
� EB Members: to increase the participation of the young physicists, in particular from GE and 
ETHZ. 

• Decision of the CHIPP Prize Selection Committee: The EB has been informed by GC about the 
decision of the Selection Committee and takes note of its decision. 
� KK: to inform GC about the EBs taking note, asking him to inform the candidates, and to print the 
diploma with the laudatio. 

 
9. CHIPP Plenary (formal part): Draft Agenda 
KK briefly presents the Agenda. OS would like to be sure that the Council report will be given in the Board. This 
is indeed the case, as the strategy related items are included in the first scientific session of the Plenary. The 
EB would like JPR to check the presence at the Plenary of a member of the Computing Board. 
� JPR: to check with Ch. Grab re the presence of a member of the Computing Board. 
 
10. CHIPP Board: Draft Agenda 
KK briefly presents the draft agenda, which will be submitted to the Board for further suggestions before 
being distributed as ‘final draft’. He clarifies the situation regarding the scientific talks of the PhD students and 



PostDocs in 2014, which will take place in connection with the SPS Annual Meeting (as decided by the CHIPP 
Board in January). In his opinion, the formal part of the Plenary – required by the Statutes – should then also 
take place in this period and in the vicinity of the SPS event. 
� KK: to contact the SPS for informing them about this new element. 
 
11. CHIPP Administrator: mandate and advertisement 
KK informs that JPR will take his retirement around the end 2013. Unfortunately, the identified successor is not 
available anymore, which means that a search campaign has to be started. The possible successor s could 
be persons planning an early retirement (or being already retired) or PostDocs intending to move to science 
administration or science policy. The Terms of Reference for the 40-50% job are available. KK intends to write a 
letter to the Board, asking for specific names of persons in their groups (reply: within 10 days). If this strategy 
does not lead to success, an advertisement will be distributed through SCNAT channels and daily newspapers, 
possibly also through the University’s faculty deans. OS has some misgivings wrt to the involvement of a 
PostDoc, where there is a risk of conflicts of interests or of a ‘misuse’ of the additional 40-50% position by the 
group leader. 
� KK: to send out the call for names to the Board. 
 
 
 
C. Items for information 
 
 
12. Honorary Members: Result from the Call for applications 2013 
KK informs that the 12 retired professors in the CHIPP database have been asked about their interest in 
becoming Honorary Members. Six of them have decided to apply for this status. Their applications will be dealt 
with by the Board in June for recommendation to the Plenary. 
� JPR: to inform the candidates about the procedure and the possibility to attend the Sursee Board meeting 
as Guests. 
 
13. Result from the Call for nominations for ECFA and the EB 
KK informs about nominations received and is in the process of checking the availability of the nominees. 
 
14. CHIPP Membership: status regarding payment  
KK informs about progress made in this matter; all contributions are expected to be paid in the coming days.  
 
15. CHIPP Audit of Annual Accounts 2012  
JPR informs the EB about the successful meeting with the auditors and their positive recommendation re the 
annual accounts. The item will be presented in more detail at the Board meeting. 
 
16. Short report(s): Round Table International Research Infrastructures (incl. ERIC funding) 
KK summarizes the information from the Round Table. It seems that ERICs are not regarded as the best and 
the most ideal structure for international collaboration. Nevertheless, the State Secretariat for Education, 
Research and Innovation is preparing the Swiss national legal framework for the case of the European 
Spallation Source. On another topic, the Round Table has proposed that the European Strategy Update results 
be presented to the State Secretary Dell’Ambrogio [in the mean time, the meeting has been set at 13 June]. 
 
17. Status of future meetings 2013 

o CHIPP Plenary 2013, 24-26 June, Campus Sursee: see agenda item 8. 
o Workshop on QCD under extreme conditions XQCD13, Bern, 5-7 August: support from CHIPP has 

been accepted.  
o Annual Meeting of the SPS, 3-6 September 2013, Linz 
o WS on low energy precision physics, 9-12 Sept, PSI: no news. 
o Detector R&D, 12/13 Sept, PSI: The organizers are planning to bring some news to the Board meeting. 
o 2nd International Workshop on Antimatter and Gravity WAG 2013, Berne, 13-15 November  

 



18. A.O.B. 
• Visit of SNF 11/12 June: The SNF’s Research Council will visit CERN on 11/12 June. OS will attend 

in his function as CERN Council members. KK will contact R. Wallny regarding the programme. 
� KK: to contact R. Wallny re the programme for the SNF’s CERN visit. 

 

The Chair closes the meeting at 17.10h. 
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