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Minutes of the EB meeting 2016-05
on 22 June 2016

Time/place of the meeting: Wednesday, 22 June 2016, 10:30, CERN room 1/1-025, Geneva
Present: Günther Dissertori (GD), Teresa Montaruli (TM), Tatsuya Nakada (TN, Chair), Adrian Signer (AS), 
Marc Türler (MT, Secretary)
Guests: Giuseppe Iacobucci (GI), Rainer Wallny (RW), Olivier Schneider (OS)

1. Agenda
The agenda is approved.

2. Apologies
TM has to leave at 13:25, since she is in the jury of a PhD Thesis defence starting at 14:00.

A. Administrative items

3. Minutes of the last meeting (2016-04) (à document)
The minutes are approved without comments and with thanks to MT.

4. List of Actions
TN goes throw the list of actions. Action 2016-03 – 15.1 on the FLARE discussion with Stéphane Udry is to 
be kept on-going, while the contacts for the M&O and the Computing FLARE requests have been taken. 
Some of the actions about the Board agenda will be discussed below. The neutrino PIs have been invited to 
prepare a common talk. Alain Blondel cannot come to Lugano and the two others did not respond yet. TN 
mentions that Xavier Reymond (SERI) reminded him that he wishes input from CHIPP on the neutrino 
programme priorities to avoid individual initiatives from PIs. On action 2016-04 – 7.7, GD notes that he has 
encouraged Alexandre Refregier to attend Board meetings. AS mentions that action 2016-04 – 11 has been 
done for the preparation of the CHIPP Prize certificate. Concerning the Gender in Physics Day, TM agrees to 
present something on the topic at the Board meeting to start the discussion. The special, permanent tasks 
are also quickly discussed. The activity of Ueli Straumann for CTA evolved, as he is now the Managing 
Director of the gGmbH funding CTA. TM clarifies, however, that Straumann is not in charge of all the 
documentation and that Christopher Townsley is the Managing Director since 3 years. As there is no activity 
with the Jungfraujochstiftung, it is agreed to withdraw this task.

5. Next EB meetings
• 2016-06: Friday, 30 September 2016, 13:15, SCNAT, Bern

TM reminds that she will probably still be in the Czech Republic on the foreseen date for a meeting. GD 
would also only be able to join via Skype. TN suggests therefore finding another date via a Doodle.
à MT: to prepare a Doodle poll to find a new date for EB 2016-06

B. Items for discussion

6. LHC Phase II upgrades 
TN welcomes the three guests: Giuseppe Iacobucci, Rainer Wallny and Olivier Schneider, and thanks them 
for accepting to give a 20-minute presentation on the LHC Phase II upgrades of their respective instrument: 
ATLAS, CMS and LHCb. The idea is to give to the EB and the other PIs a clearer view of the foreseen 
upgrades and their expected funding needs in preparation of the Board meeting of August in Lugano. As the 
presentations are quite technical, we do not summarise them here. The total requested amounts per year will  
be part of the overall CHIPP FLARE Table to be provided to Board members prior to the Board 2016-02 
meeting. The slides are to be collected by MT and kept at the disposal of the Chair and the EB members. 
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Overall, there is a significant reduction of the annual needs compared to last year’s expectations, which is 
very positive. TN concludes that the bottom line is that we miss about 1 MCHF per year for Pillar 1. This is 
calculated by assuming a FLARE 2017–2020 budget of 32 MCHF, and realist fractions to go to astronomy 
projects (~20%) and to the other two pillars (~40% of the remaining 25 MCHF), leaving about 15 MCHF for 
Pillar 1, but with the need to also accommodate the LHC M&O and the Tier-2 computing requests.
à MT: to collect the slides of the three presentations

7. Nominations for EB and ECFA elections
TN collected the suggestions received in response to the call for nominations for the CHIPP EB sent out on 
25 May, with a deadline on 17 June. He mentions the names of the three nominated candidates, who are all 
suitable for the position. He then also reports about the PECFA nominations received in response to the call 
sent out at the same time to all CHIPP members. Three candidates have been nominated. It is agreed that 
the next step is to contact the candidates to see if they stand for election. If so, they should provide a short 
CV and a statement to be part of the Board documents.
à TN: to contact the EB candidates by phone
à MT: to contact the PECFA candidates per e-mail

8. Procedure for SNSF Research Council nomination
TN reminds that Tristan Maillard (SNSF) informed him on 10 June 2016 via e-mail about the upcoming 
nomination for the succession of Antonio Ereditato at the SNSF Research Council in the division of 
Mathematics, Natural and Engineering Sciences. The idea is to have a call in July, a meeting with the 
candidates in September and an election in December 2016. The start of activities would be in September 
2017. After some discussion, the EB agrees that CHIPP should suggest candidates to SNSF for their 
consideration as has been done last time, when CHIPP suggested two names with its preference. The idea 
is to get nominations and then discuss the matter at the Board meeting of August in Lugano.
à TN/MT: to send out the call for nominations to all Board members

9. SCNAT funding requests 2017
The EB discusses the list of funding requests to be submitted to SCNAT by Friday, 26 August. As this is 
immediately after the Board meeting, the preparation has to be done during the summer. The obvious two 
items are the support to the CHIPP PhD Winter School and the ‘Dialog’ request for the continuation of the 
outreach activities on the new SCNAT thematic portal. The possibility to ask support for an additional event is 
discussed: for instance a follow-up to SWHEPPS 2016 or a more ambitious “town meeting”. But the SCNAT 
deadline is found to be too early to allow a group of organisers to find a date and place and to prepare the 
programme and the budget over the summer without Board consultation. It was thus agreed to rather inform 
the Board members on the possibility to ask support for a possible workshop, school or an outreach activity.
à MT: to inform the Board about possible 2017 event support by SCNAT
à MT: to coordinate the preparation of the two identified CHIPP requests

10. ICHEP 2019 in Switzerland?  
The Geneva Tourism & Conventions Foundation (“Geneva at Work”, Convention Bureau) contacted on 10 
June 2016 Andreas Schopper (SPS) concerning the possibility of a Swiss candidacy for the International 
Conference on High Energy Physics (ICHEP) of 2019. This seems to be too early and the earliest possible 
year would actually be the EPS-ICHEP 2021. TM informs that in 2021, there is also the project of the 
University of Geneva to held the International Cosmic Ray Conference (ICRC) in July at the International 
Conference Centre of Geneva (CICG). The decision on this would be taken at ICRC 2017 in Korea. The EB 
decides to have this presented at the Board for discussion.
à MT: to schedule a Board discussion on hosting big international conferences

C. Items for information

11. CHIPP Prize
AS mentions the three people in the short list and the decision of the Prize Selection Committee. The choice 
is approved by the EB. He mentions that there is a financial issue with the change, earlier this year, of the 
CHIPP Prize procedures. Indeed, the possibility to have the PhD thesis completed by the time of the 
application deadline implies that a successful candidate staying abroad for a post-doc has to travel twice to 



Switzerland: once for the short-list presentation and once for receiving the Prize. He thinks that a solution 
has to be found and this could be the inclusion of travel money in the CHIPP budget starting in 2017. It is 
also noted that Benedikt Vogel is willing to interview the successful candidate to have a news article ready by 
the time of the award ceremony.
à TN: to thank the Prize Selection Committee and inform about EB endorsement
à MT: to consider the travel issue when preparing the budget of 2017
à AS: to send information on the Prize winner to Benedikt Vogel

12. CHIPP Tables
MT presents the status of the received updates of the CHIPP Tables. The following projects have been 
updated: LHC M&O, CMS, LHCb, Tier-2, XENON, DARWIN, GERDA, SHiP, Mu3e, MEG2. Still missing are 
updates for ATLAS, HL-LHC, FCC, CLIC, MAGIC+FACT, CTA, AMS, IceCube, DAMIC, ArDM, MICE+MIND, 
SBN, NA61/T2K/HyperK, WA105+DUNE-SPT, and nEDM.
à MT: to send a reminder to the responsible of the missing projects

13. Update on Board and Plenary agenda
TN mentions that Lenny Rivkin is likely note available for the FCC talks at the Board and the Plenary.

14. Status of future meetings
• Zuoz Summer School 2016, 14–20 August 2016, Zuoz, GR: nothing to report
• Joint SPS/CHIPP annual plenary 2016, 22–25 August 2016, Lugano, TI: preparation on-going
• PSI 2016 workshop on Physics, Symmetries and Interactions, 17–20 October 2016, PSI: fine
• CHIPP PhD Winter School 2017, 13–18 February 2017, Sörenberg, LU: see item 9 above

15. A.O.B.
MT mentions that Arnaud Marsollier is still listed in the CHIPP member database as representing ASPERA. 
Since ASPERA is no more active and Marsollier is now working for the CERN Press Office, it is agreed to 
remove him from the list.
à MT: to contact Marsollier and to remove him from the CHIPP database

The Chair closes the meeting (finished while having lunch) at 14:45.
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