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1. Approval of CR of Meeting 3.

The summary was agreed with minimal change.

2. Items arising.

a) There was a short discussion on the Web page, and on the logo.  Actions were
identified: to request input on logo from the ETHZ design office, and to
clarify some issues concerning the use of the web page.

b) It was agreed that the Web page should now be used for day-to-day CHIPP
activities.

3. Discussion of the Particle Physics Programme in Neuchâtel

There was an extended discussion with J.-L. Vuilleumier on the Neuchâtel
experimental programme.

There are presently 2 major experimental activities: OPERA and EXO.
a) OPERA is at an advanced stage of construction, in collaboration with Berne.

In addition to Jean-Luc, the group comprises 2 physicists, 1 student, and a
technician. The hardware contribution of scintillation counters was completed.
Of 30 emulsion measurement stations outside Japan, 2 will be in Bern, and
one in Neuchâtel. The other activity was event reconstruction.

b) To reach the required neutrino mass sensitivity, EXO will be a 10-ton
neutrino-less double beta decay experiment, using a liquid Xe TPC. The signal
is obtained via TPC timing, and via scintillation light, and laser tagging. It is
presently approved at the R&D level for a 200 kg prototype, without tagging.
Neuchâtel is responsible for the Cu cryostat, for the heat exchangers, and for
the simulation and testing of material activity at its underground laboratory.



The aim is to build the cryostat in 2004, then ship to SLAC and finally the
underground site in New Mexico. At present the group includes J-LV, 1
physicist, 2 graduate students and 2 engineers.

While construction funding is assured for OPERA, this is not yet the case for EXO.
The total group size (FN and Cantonal) is 1 professor, 5 physicists, 3 graduate
students, 3 mechanical engineers, and 2 technicians. In the view of J-LV, the key
concern is adequate material funding to carry out the EXO programme (see item 7).

4. Neutrino Workshop

A CHIPP Workshop towards the future Swiss neutrino programme will be held on
June 21-23, 2004. It will be hosted by the University of Neuchâtel. A preparatory
meeting will be held at the University of Neuchâtel on 10 May, 2004. The following
actions were agreed.

a) The programme was agreed, and this should be distributed as soon as possible,
and put onto the CHIPP web site.

b) Registration should be open to all persons interested in the future Swiss
neutrino programme, plus a number of external invited guests, and should be
set up as soon as possible.

c) The budget requirements should be provided as soon as possible, to allow
efforts to secure the necessary funding.

d) The Organising Committee is: A. Blondel, K. Pretzl, A. Rubbia, J-L.
Vuilleumier, plus A. Clark and J-P. Derendinger as CHIPP EB members.

5. Other Meetings.

a) The HCCP 2005 Conference (Hadron Collider Conference) is expected to be
held next year in Switzerland. The final decision will be made in June 2004.
The University of Geneva and ETHZ  (CDF) and the University of Zürich
(D0) will organize this conference. It was agreed that this should be a CHIPP-
sponsored conference. The budget requirements are not yet known, and not yet
secured.

b) There will be a CHIPP Workshop on Astroparticle Physics later this year.
AGC will make a specific proposal at the next CHIPP EB.

6. 50th Anniversary of CERN

There was a discussion following several suggestions related to how the Swiss
particle physics community should recognize the CERN 50th. Anniversary at the
national level. It was agreed that there would be a CHIPP Plenary meeting in Bern,
probably during September, and with the theme: “Fifty years of CERN in
Switzerland- Past, Present and Future”. Volunteers to help in preparing this would be
greatly welcomed and should contact a member of the CHIPP EB.

7. Next Steps on Funding

A request for information on FN funding had been made to the different institutes and
collation of the information is in progress. It was stressed that these data would be
treated extremely confidentially.



There was a discussion on next steps.
- CUS requests had been submitted for a doctoral school at the national

level, and for GRID computing
- A Force request (2004) had been made for GRID computing.

The discussion is continuing.

8. Next Steps on the Roadmap

Allan Clark reported that he had received editing advice concerning the Roadmap.
After consultation with the CHIPP EB, he had implemented some of the suggestions,
then distributed the revised version to the CHIPP Board prior to sending it to PSI for
layout. That was now in progress. There had been no objection to the revised
document, but there were some small corrections (all agreed).

It was agreed that as soon as possible after printing, there would be a CHIPP Plenary
and Board meeting to present the document: if possible short and in June.

9. Divers

a) The question of possible increased CHIPP Board membership by PSI was
noted. After discussion, it was recommended by the EB that the Head of the
Accelerators for PSI should be invited to the Board. This will be relayed to the
Board for agreement.

b) The question of how to maintain correct membership (on the basis of the
constitution) at CERN was discussed. A proposal will be sought from
interested CERN members (action AGC).

c) There was a discussion on upcoming open positions at Swiss institutes. It was
noted that the deadline for applicants to the Bern Professorship in
Experimental Particle Physics had been extended. Given the importance of
this position, the EB will alert Board members to encourage possible
outstanding candidates to apply.

d) For the next EB meeting it was agreed that there should be
- the first draft of an Implementation Plan for the Roadmap
- the first draft of an MOU between ETH, Manno and CHIPP

concerning the GRID computing facility (AGC to initially contact M.
Sawley at Manno, then AGC+AR)

- a report on the LHC RRB meetings of April 2004

e) The next CHIPP EB meeting will be at 12:00, June 2, location to be
decided.


