
Minutes of the EB meeting on 14. March 2008

Time/place of the meeting: Physikalisches Institut, Uni Bern, 14. März 2008, 10:15 to 12:00h
Present: Antonio Ereditato, Tatsuya Nakada, Martin Pohl, Ueli Straumann (chair)

1. Agenda was approved

2. Minutes  of the last meeting were approved

3. Communication network with CERN

• The Swiss contact person for the communication network with CERN, B. Greber at the ETHZ, has 
produced a first draft of possible outreach activities in connection with the LHC inauguration. It is 
still very CMS and ETH centered, this needs to be corrected. G. Dissertori is the CHIPP contact 
person for this activity.

• CHIPP will nominate contact persons for Atlas and LHCb.

• CHIPP plans to produce a fact sheet about the Swiss intellectual contributions and financial 
investments into the LHC experiments. Later similar fact sheets could be produced for other large 
facilities (e.g. OPERA).

4. Status of the LHC analysis project (SUK-IKP and ETHRat).

• After the final decree from the SBF about the SUK money has been received, there exists now also a 
draf t decree from the ETH-Rat. The ETH institutions have now also to specify their "own 
contribution". 
 

• The table from the last meeting is unchanged, it is shown again here for convenience:

Group Starting April 2008 Starting October 2008 Starting Juli 2009

Atlas, UniGe 1 1

Atlas, UniBe 1 1

CMS, ETHZ 1 1

CMS, UniZH 1

LHCb, EPFL 1 1

LHCb, UniZH 1

• There were 33 applications received in response to the first advertisement for the CHIPP-LHC 
PostDocs. This is a great success. 
 

• Uni Bern recommends to hire Dr. Konstantinos Kordas. The EB, in his capacity of the admission 
committee, endorsed this recommendation. 

• The other three groups (UniGe, ETHZ, EPFL) still need to select some candidates to be invited for 
discussion and presentations. A representative of the CHIPP EB (=selection committee) will take 
part in this discussion as an observer. The CHPP EB will decide on the selections in its regular 



meetings (next opportunity is April 18), based on the recommendations of the group leaders.

• After all four candidates will have been selected, U. Straumann will inform the remaining 
candidates, that they have not been selected.

 
• Martin Pohl is working on a draft request to PRODOC for an education module (containing 

graduate school overhead). First research modules (containing PhD salaries) will then be asked for 
by October 1st, 2008.

5.  CHIPP tables: 

• Antonio presented a first draft version of the new tables (see attachment). The details will have to be 
discussed during the summer, with the goal to issue the 2008 version of this table in the autumn 
CHIPP board meeting. 

• Clearly the tables are supposed to be wish-lists, which have been coordinated and judged by the 
CHIPP members. Its role is to plan for the required ressources in order to contribute to the scientific 
development in our field (thus, implementing the roadmap). The tables should contain reasonable 
numbers w.r.t. to the Swiss boundary conditions. 

6. a.o.b.:

• Tatsuya Nakada informed us about his discussion with F.Takasaki, one of the directors of KEK who 
is in charge of particle and nuclear physics. Similar as with France and with other countries there is 
the idea to set up a virtual institute to provide the basic framework and money for visits for common 
projects with Japanese laboratories in particle and nuclear physics. Obviously CHIPP should play a 
role here. Tatsuya will follow up these developments. Apparently Paul Burkhard from SNF was at 
KEK for the T2K financial discussion, with whom Takasaki talked also about such an organisation 
and the role of CHIPP. 

The meeting ended around 12:00h. 
March 24th,  2008 Ueli Straumann

 



Attachment: Draft CHIPP tables.


